stoppress
FILM FRATERNITY STRIKE DEFERRED UNTIL UNION
BUDGET IS TABLED

Part of a 16-heroine film?
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The Dirty
Picture star
reunites with
Emraan
Hashmi in
Ghanchakkar,
to be
produced by
beau Siddarth
Roy Kapur

According to a press statement, the all-India strike on
February 23, proposed by the Film Federation of India to
protest the Central government’s proposal to impose a
10.3% service tax, has been deferred until the Union
budget is tabled in Parliament on March 16. A delegation,
comprising representatives of different film industry
trade bodies, met Union Finance Minister Pranab
Mukherjee and Union Information & Broadcasting
Minister Ambika Soni on Sunday to discuss the taxrelated problems facing the film sector in India,
particularly the impending imposition of the service tax.
HTC
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A

fter bold roles in
films such as
Ishqiya (2010) and
her recent hit, The
Dirty Picture
(2011), you can’t accuse Vidya
Balan of staying within her
comfort zone. Now, the
actress will show off her
quirky side opposite Emraan
Hashmi in the upcoming
comedy, Ghanchakkar.
Confirming the news,
Siddharth Roy Kapur, CEO,
UTV Motion Pictures, says,
“Ghanchakkar is our third
film in a row with writerdirector Raj Kumar Gupta.
The lead roles were virtually
written for Emraan and
Vidya, so we have managed
to get our dream cast."
Vidya has already worked
with Raj Kumar in No One
Killed Jessica (2011), where
she played slain model
Jessica Lall’s sister Sabrina,
a performance that fetched

Vidya Balan admits she
refused to be part of director Sanjay Gupta’s
Shootout At Wadala
because there was little
scope in it for her to act.
“In Shootout At Wadala,
there was nothing much
for me to do. They wanted

her critical acclaim and several awards.
Ask what drove her to take
up a comedy after a string of
brave performances, and she
says, “Comedy is one thing
that I have wanted to do for a
long time. As an actor, all you
want to do is reach out to the
audience with diverse, yet
entertaining, roles. Also, the
story, director and co-actors
play a critical role for me
when I am selecting a film,”
says Vidya.
Ghanchakkar is the story
of ex-conman Sanju
(Emraan), who has a taste
for the finer things in life,
and his ambitious wife
(Vidya). Problems arise
when they are trapped by
two thugs, and their silliness
leads to chaos. Vidya, who is
currently busy promoting
her upcoming film Kahaani,
directed by Sujoy Ghosh, will
start shooting for
Ghanchakkar in August this
year. The film is expected to
release by mid-2013.
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A

ctress Aditi Rao Hydari
has no godfather or any
“real connection in
Bollywood”. But she does
not consider that a “negative thing”. That makes her
learn the hard way, she
explains. It keeps her
grounded and helps her
“maintain dignity”.
After playing supporting
roles in a slew of films such
as Delhi 6, Yeh Saali Zindagi,
and Rockstar, Aditi will play
the lead opposite Ali Zafar
in Anu Menon’s London
Paris New York. But she does
not give her earlier projects
any less importance. “I have
worked with brilliant directors in all my earlier films.
All those were supporting
roles, but were very important in the films that I did,”
says the trained
Bharatnatyam dancer.
London Paris New York
traverses the journey of two
characters around the three
cities. Therefore, Aditi has
three different and distinct
looks in the film, slated to
release on March 2.
Aditi’s character, during
her stay in London, is not
too interested in fashion.
“She is an innocent girl with
traditional values, who has
come to London to study,”
she says. While in Paris, she
sports a “cool and casual”

to start it in November. I
couldn’t do it at that time,
as I had just finished The
Dirty Picture and was busy
promoting it,” says Vidya.
Though Sanjay wrote
the character keeping
Vidya in mind, he has now
roped in Kangana Ranaut

to play the female lead
opposite John Abraham.“I
am sure it will be a good
film, and whoever does it
will do justice to the role.
With no disrespect to anyone, this was not something that I wanted to do,”
says Vidya.
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L

ast week, the shoes
that legendary athlete Milkha Singh
wore at the Rome
Olympics (1960) fetched
the second highest bid —
R24 lakh — at an auction
that put 33 pieces of
sporting history under the
hammer for Rahul Bose’s
NGO, The Foundation.
But not many know that
it was Bhaag Milkha Bhaag
makers, Viacom 18 and
Rakeysh Omprakash
Mehra, who had bid successfully for the shoes.
Mehra’s biopic, Bhaag
Milkha Bhaag, is due to go
on the floors in the last
week of February.
And to mark the occasion, Milkha was keen to
give his shoes as a
memento to the film;s lead
actor Farhan Akhtar. “It
was an idea that Rakeysh
and Viacom 18 hit upon
after long discussion.
Though they bought the
shoes for the huge sum of
R24 lakh after a lot of biding and drama, everyone
was happy to finally lay
their hands on the pair.
Milkhaji was also very
sentimental about it,” says
an insider from the unit.
Now, the athlete plans
to gift his on-screen counterpart the memento on
February 21 in Chandigarh
as a good luck token.

look. “By that time, she has
lived abroad for quite some
time. She is exploring life,
and so she is a little vulnerable,” she says. So she wears
red lipstick and a short hairdo. In New York, her feminine side comes out, and she
is seen with long hair. “She
wears specs during her New
York chapter. In the beginning, the boy tells the girl
that she would look good in
specs,” she adds.
Produced by Goldie Behl
and Shrishti Arya, London
Paris New York is reportedly
a fun film with generous
doses of romance and
drama. It has been made,
says Aditi, for both young
and old. “It is a coming-ofage love story. It is a tale of
three phases, and their
impact on the lives of the
protagonists.”
Interestingly, besides acting, Aditi has also sung two
songs for the film. Zafar,
who has also composed the
music for the film, caught
her singing off guard during
the shooting. “He told me
that I was a natural singer.
So, when he wanted me to
give it a shot, I agreed,” she
smiles. Is there a singing
career in the pipeline? She
laughs, “Yes, why not? I am
open to all offers.”
Though she has signed a
film after London Paris New
York, Aditi prefers to remain
tight-lipped until its release.

Though the online world has been abuzz with rumours of a split
between actor Akshay Kumar and wife Twinkle Khanna, friends of
the couple have vehemently denied the news. “It’s all nonsense. On
Valentine’s Day, he (Akshay) spent the day pampering Twinkle.
Akshay and Twinkle are quite transparent with each other. He is a
dedicated husband. Everything is fine,” a source close to the couple
was quoted as saying.
HTC

VIDYA TURNS
COMEDIENNE

‘Shootout At Wadala was not something I wanted to do’

In the lead now

ALL IS WELL
BETWEEN
AKSHAYTWINKLE
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L

ocals at Borotalpada, a
small Santhal village
nine hours by train
from Kolkata, are set
for an intimate encounter
with a ‘crazy, strange stage
director’! This is how JeanFrederic Chevalliar of
Trimukhi Platform introduced Mexican stage director Hector Bourges to the villagers who, passionate about
night-long art and theatre
festivals, were drawn to participate in Bourges’ experimental production, I Saw the
World Resting Within Myself,
as its cast. The production
will be staged as part of the
fifth edition of the Night of
Theatre festival at
Borotalpada. HT City caught
up with Bourges soon after
he landed in Kolkata, on his
first visit to the country, soon
after which he left for the village. Excerpts:

What made you say yes to a theatre project in a remote village
where your cast does not understand your language and vice
versa, among other challenges?

FINAL BI
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Milkha
shoes Singh’s

Many years ago, I was fascinated by the literature and
certain ways of thinking
about post-colonialism in
India. I have studied political
science and the works of
political theorist Partha
Chatterjee are my texts.
More specifically, the idea of
Night of Theatre, coming
from my old friend

A DIFFERENT ACT

Trimukhi Platform is organising
the fifth edition of the Night of
Theatre festival in Borotalpada
in association with Modern
Academy of Continuing
Education. This is the first edition of the festival in India, the
first four having been held in
Mexico. The festival will be held
at a Cultural Centre that
Trimukhi Platform is building in
the village, with voluntary work
from villagers. “We are trying to
discover new ways of doing
theatre, as the village has a
night-long theatre festival culture. We are trying to bring
people from the periphery to
the centre,” says Chevalliar.

(Chevalliar), allows the possibility to realise my idea of
theatre as an experiment in
conviviality. The exercise of
translation is also a central
part of my work in theatre.
What does your collective Teatro
Ojo work on?

Teatro Ojo means ‘eye theatre’. It’s a group of interdisciplinary practises, with
architects, writers, photographers, musicians, and theatre persons. For the last five
years, we have worked with
paradigmatic buildings in the
city of Mexico — paradigmatic in the political sense —
of historical importance to
understand modernity in
Mexico; buildings that have
been abandoned. We are

R24 la
kh

Auctioned shoes
returned to Milkha!
When contacted, Mehra
confirms the events, saying, “We really wanted the
shoes at any cost. At the
end of the day, this is the
only wish that Milkha had,
and we wanted to make
sure we fulfilled it without
fail.” While working on the
film, Mehra and co-writer
Prasoon Joshi have constantly been in touch with

Milkha. In fact, Farhan
has met the athlete quite a
few times over the last
couple of months.
The film also stars
Sonam Kapoor as the
female lead. And although
Mehra is keen to shoot the
film in Pakistan, where
Milkha was born and
brought up, plans are yet
to be confirmed.

PARIS WINS BIG
BUCKS

GOING TOPLESS
DIDN’T FAZE ANISTON

Actress Jennifer Aniston, 43, says she had
no problems going topless for her latest
film, Wanderlust. She says that by the time
she got to do her naked scenes she had
seen so much nudity on the sets of the film
that she didn’t give it a second thought.

Actress and hotel
heiress Paris Hilton is
on cloud nine. Hilton,
who was in Las Vegas
on Friday to celebrate
her 31st birthday, won
$30,000 (R14.8 lakh)
on a game of blackjack
at Wynn casino. “Just
won 30k playing blackjack at Wynn Las Vegas!
YES! Birthday girl’s luck!
I love gambling! (sic)”
posted Hilton on Twitter.

Eva
Longoria

‘It was a very pleasant surprise’
Sonakshi Sinha becomes first Bollywood star on Hollywood’s newest
social media hub, WhoSay, joins the likes of Rihanna and Paris Hilton
Prashant Singh
■

prashant.singh@hindustantimes.com

S
Aditi Rao Hydari

onakshi Sinha has
joined the likes of Eva
Longoria, Rihanna and
Charlie Sheen. The actress
has become the first Bollywood star on Hollywood’s
newest social media website,
WhoSay.
The site allows users to
access and update Twitter,
Facebook, YouTube, and
Tumblr accounts all at once.
Interestingly, Sonakshi joined

the group on Republic Day.
“For me, it was a very
pleasant surprise receiving
the invite. I felt honoured
since they are targeting influencers and well-established
celebrities. I feel lucky that
I’m among the few young
actors who they saw potential in,” says Sonakshi.
Shatrughan Sinha’s
daughter is known to be
Internet-savvy and is quite
active on Twitter. “I love that
there is one platform to interact with my fans and

my social media accounts are
integrated into one,” says the
actress, who is currently
shooting for Vikramaditya
Motwane’s Lootera.
WhoSay currently has
nearly 1,000 members on its
list, including personalities
such as Kristin Cavallari,
Jordin Sparks, Lindsay
Lohan, Sofia Vergara, Nikki
Reed, Paris Hilton, Bravo’s
Andy Cohen and Snoop
Dogg. Celebrities can join by
invitation only or request to
become a member.

Rihanna

Sonakshi is also excited
because it is an ‘invite-only’
website, and all the posts
will be verified. So unlike
other social networking
sites, her pictures,
videos, and messages will
be authentic.

I feel lucky and honoured
that I’m among the few
young actors who they saw
potential in
Sonakshi Sinha

working with people who
live, worked or remember
the buildings or the symbols
of these buildings. Our works
are experiments of social
imagination, more than theatre. This Culture Centre in
Borotalpada (being constructed by Trimukhi) is also
an experiment of social imagination (which I will use to
build the production).
Do you see construction at Borotalpada in contrast to the crumbling down or abandonment of
architectural works in Mexico?

This in itself is an experiment in conviviality. This is a
new centre, good for the
community, where I will work
with their promises, expectation, dreams about this new
space, walls, ceilings, windows, new distribution of
knowledge...
What’s I Saw the World... about?

I Saw the World is a line in a
poem by Octavio Paz, the
Mexican writer who was the
ambassador to India, a Nobel
Prize winner, and for me a
very great poet. It is a gamble for me, because I don’t
know the space in the village.
I want to work with the
action of construction, where
local construction is used. I
will work with the sensual
memory of materials. One is
the memory of hands that
mould the walls and the
house. The memory of every
object is the expression of
desires. How will I do it?
That is a mystery to me now.

